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A TALK WITH OUR YOUNG FRIENDS.

O you know, dear girls and boys, that this is our

twelfth visit to you, and the last one we can make

to you in 1876? It seems to us a very short time

since we gave you our first greeting, and you wel-

comed us so cordially. The year has been a very happy

one, too, for we have known that you were looking for us

every month, and it is always a pleasure to go where we are

expected, and where we are met with warm hearts and

sunny smiles. Then every month has brought us new

friends to take their places with the old ones, until there are

forty-three hundred of you to go on with us in this grand

work for Jesus.

And now, as the year draws near its close, we do not want

to say good-bye to one of you. No, no ; let us come right

on next year, all through 1877, just as we have done

through 1876. And that brings us to a little confidential talk

19 (325)



Children's Work for Children.

% JIagazin* for i^t ^onng.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, BY THE

"Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Olinroli.

Terms (including Postage), 50 cents a Year, in advance.

Send subscriptions to

MISS J. 0. THOMPSON,
1334 Chestniit Street, Pblladelpblai Pa.

Kind Words from Correspondents in this Country:

" The cliildren are delighted with their paper, all their own, and I trust the

time may be long distant when either of your valuable periodicals will be less

highly prized or less fully supported. You are doing a work which no other

agency accomplishes. Through you, we see the missionaries in their every-day

dress ; we learn not to respect them less, but to love and sympathize with them

more."

" God bless the Children's Work for Children, as it goes forth to tell of the

Redeemer's dying love !"

"I sent you in January, 1876, ten subscribers to Children's Worle, and ex-

pect to renew the list, with perhaps additions, for the coming year. I sincerely

hope it will not be necessary to discontinue the publication of the magazine.

Our children all watch for its coming, and read it with delight."

What the Missionaries say of Children's Worl<!

" What a charming magazine is Children's Work for Children! Each num-

ber seems more attractive than the last."

"Yes, 'everybody likes Children's Work,' and so do I. I am very glad that

the dear little folks in America are going to have a ' feast of good things' every

time it pays them a visit. I hope I may never lose a single number. You

don't know how many little childish hearts are waiting for it at the mission

stations all over this side of the world. They like to know what the children

are doing at home, even though they are not there themselves to take part in it.

Its praises are doubtless sounded in more than a score of languages. When it

reached here (Siam), the exclamation was, ' De tedeo !' which means splendid

(326)
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STBIA.—Sidon.

Mrs. Eddy.

Mr. Eddy and I have just returned from a tour in the villages

of our parish. We left Sidon early in the morning, equipped as

such a journey required, I on my white donkey, under a large,

double-lined umbrella. We had a ride of six hours the first day.

Our clothing, beds, bedding, and necessary cooking utensils, were

carried on an animal that went with us. In the village where we

stopped there are no Protestants, but nominal Christians. I saw

a number of the women and children ; not one of them could read

among these so-called Christians ! We spent the night, but did

not slecj). The fleas attacked us and drove us from our beds, and

from the room into the open air. The scars of two nights' warfare

in that place still remain upon us. These same fleas are one of the

(327)



woman's work for woman.

trials of missionaries wliicli is not often mentioned, and one that

needs to be felt to be understood.

In Deir Mimas we spent three days, one of them the Sabbath,

I talking, teaching and reading the Bible to the women. We have

four or five church members there among the women. There has

been much labor expended there in time past, and not in vain.

One day and two evenings we gave to Khiyam. In this village

the women are more enlightened, and more thoroughly grounded

in the truth, than in any other village in our field. I love to meet

with them for reading the Bible and prayer. There is a church

here, and two rooms connected with it, one for the school and one

for the missionary when he visits this part of his parish. Do not

imagine a furnished room ; it has unplastered walls, one mat, to be

spread as occasion requires, a little pile of coal in the comer, for

use in the furnace to boil the water for a cup of tea. There is

nothing attractive about the place, and yet we entered it with

light, happy hearts. One of the evenings at Khiyam was spent

at the house of the widow of our native preacher. She is truly

a Christian in heart and life. There were many gathered there to

listen to the words of eternal life, and they were very attentive.

I thanked God for this opportunity, and prayed that the word

might not " return unto Him void."

I saw the school and the teacher, Miriam Abood. There were

about thirty scholars. The number varies from time to time.

They all sit upon a mat on the floor ! A small plain table and one

chair completes the furniture in the room. Miriam Abood is a

member of the church, and a daughter of the former native

teacher. As a remembrance of our visit, we left a small sum of

money, to be expended in some articles of clothing for the needy

children, and a trifle to procure a little treat for the children the

next day. They have very little to make them happy.

' We went from Khiyam to Jedaide. The church there is a very

nice building. The walls are unplastered and the floor unmade,

as we have been desirous that the people should aid in the

expense of completing the building. The floor is to be of cement.

The lime is purchased, and the work will soon be done. Adjoin-
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ing the church are two rooms, with a kitchen, for the teacher of

the boys' school, and for the missionary when he passes that way.

We found the teacher prepared to receive us, and we put up our

Uttle iron bedstead in one of these rooms. The women came to

see me, and I went to see them in their houses. They arc better

oS than the women of many of the villages. Their husbands are

not farmers, but traders in cloth. The truth has but recently

entered here, and the women know but little of the nature of true

religion
;
only two or three can read. But the veil is being taken

away. Here is a field for work. Who will teach the women of

Jedaide ?

The girls' school here is very prosperous. Four or five years

ago such a thing would not be allowed. " A girl learn to read!"

What did she want with knowledge ? The priests did all they

could to prevent the girls from attending the school, but in spite

of them, they attend. One of the graduates of our Sidon school

is teacher, and is a faithful, earnest. Christian worker.

CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA.—Sacramento.
Mrs. M. L. Rice.

YoTT will be glad to know that we have a school for Chinese

women in Sacramento. It would be difficult to make clear to those

not familiar with the modes of life among the Chinese, here and in

China, the many obstacles in the way of getting the women to

come out. We have visited them from time to time in their quar-

ters with books and pictures, and invited them to our homes. Some

were afraid to come even three squares from their dismal dens, so

jealous are their keepers, whether men or women. Only sixteen

out of the two hundred here have ventured to come, with all our

urging for months. The Board of Education have given us

the use of a school-house near " Chinatown" during the school

vacation of ten weeks. A large yard surrounds the building, pro-

tected by a high board fence, with a door that can lock. We often

arrange our seats under the shade of the beautiful trees, to get the

cool breezes which are so refreshing on the warm days.
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One Chinese preacher comes every day for an hour to explain to

them the Bible pictures we bring, and tell them of Christ and His

salvation. It is delightful to watch their countenances as the wonder-

ful story is told them in their own language. Many are intelligent,

and very gentle and refined in their manner when with us. I took

one of them, Ah Joe, to the Home in San Francisco a few weeks

since. She is a widow, thirty years old. Her brother-in-law

had threatened to sell her to go into the mountains, if she did not

pay him six hundred dollars. From time to time she had been

obliged to seek refuge among the other women, and I finally took

her to the court for safety, until we could leave for the Home,

The sweet quiet and safety of that blessed place filled us both with

peace as its friendly door was locked after us at nine in the even-

ing. It was the hour of evening worship, and the women were all

assembled in their little dining-room, with their teachers. Miss

Cummings and jMiss Phillips. Each had a Bible, and read her

verse in turn, some only just able to spell the precious words, and

others reading well. As I looked around upon their peculiar faces,

I tried to read their strange experiences from their childhood in

China, their sale to the cruel masters who stowed them away in a

crowded steamer for California, leaving their mothers forever, as

they supposed. Most of them are from twelve to eighteen years of

age when brought to California.

One of the scholars at the Home, who has been there six months,

expects soon to return to her mother in China. The sale of her

gold ornaments, amounting to eighty dollars, will pay her fare.

How refreshing the thought that she can carry to that poor be-

nighted mother the precious story of Jesus and His love, and who

can calculate the results that the ages to come will disclose of those

months of faithful teaching in this blessed Home !

I remained at the Home over night, as it was too late to go else-

where, and was struck with the very close calculation necessarily

practiced by the devoted teachers to make themselves even com-

fortable in their small crowded rooms. The missionary who

superintends the house directs minutely the cooking, and we had

a delicious cup of cofiee, with a simple but nice breakfast on an
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improvised table, its size adapted to the space allotted to it. But

we all rejoiced over the new purchase, where so mucli brain work

will not need to be wasted in matbcmatical calculation as to room.

Dear Christian sisters in tbe East, living so comfortably in your

roomy mansions, do help us bear the burden of this purchase. I

have been on this coast but fifteen months, but I begin to realize

the mighty work rolled upon us here of spending our time and

strength endeavoring to teach these thousands of heathen at our

very doors, building our churches, orphan asylums and hospitals,

sympathizing with and caring for the many invalids who come

here for health, looking for work for the crowd that are coming

here on every day's train, deluded by the thought that California

is full of work and gold.

We are needing here in Sacramento a regular missionary worker

among the Chinese women, who can give all her time and strength

to that particular work. She must, of course, be paid, but this

lieavy debt for our new Home is upon us, and we feel that all we

can raise from our societies and bands must go to that, and so wo

have to overwork ourselves at times, which is an infringement on

the sixth commandment. Is there one Christian sister in all

our churches who will not deny herself this coming Christmas

some wished-frr luxury to help pay for the Home ? If so, I would

ask her most affectionately if Jesus will not speak to her through

that coveted earthly treasure and say, " Inasmuch as yc did it not

unto one of the least of these, ye did it not unto me I"

CHINA .
—Hangchow.

Mr8. Lyon.

As soon after the Chinese New Year as I could do so, I com-

menced soliciting scholars for a day-school by calling from house

to house among our neighbors. On the 14th of February I organ-

ized and opened the school with three pupils, and continued with

but those three for nearly two weeks; then others began to come in,

and soon my little room was full. I have now three girls and fif-

teen boys. They range from seven to thirteen years of age, and

are all from families living quite near us. As a rule, they are
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regular ia attendance. I pay them nothing for coming, and furnish

nothing, except the religious books they use. Their native books,

pens, papers, etc., they buy for themselves, so that the only ex-

pense of the school is the salary of the native teacher, six dollars

per month. The teacher is a man of about sixty years, and for

some time past has been employed as a personal teacher by other

missionaries. He is familiar with the doctrines of salvation, though

I am sorry to say does not embrace Jesus as his Saviour. I spend

an hour or more daily with the scholars in their religious instruc-

tion. I cannot but feel very much interested in this little school,

and have reason to be encouraged in its success. The number of

pupils might be much increased if we only had accommodations to

receive those who continue to apply for admission.

The schoolroom is quite a small one connected with the chapel,

and opening into our own yard, thus enabling me to watch it more

closely than I could otherwise do. But while it has this advan-

tage as well as saving the rent of another room, it is entirely too

small, and with the present number, is moae than comfortably filled.

Last Sabbath was the communion ; two united with the Church.

One was the wife of one of the members, the other a boy from the

boarding-school. We are looking and longing for the outpouring

of the Holy Spirit upon us here. Pray for us. The neighbor

women have come in to see us more frequently this season than they

have ever done before. Curiosity has, of course, had a good deal

to do with their coming, yet many have repeated their visits several

times, and a few have attended our Sabbath services.

JAPAN.— Yokohama,

Mrs. J. C. Ballagh.

. . . YoTJ will rejoice with us that Mrs. True has been led provi-

dentially to come to our Board and take charge of the school at Tokio

which Mrs. Carrothers had gathered. All who have felt an interest

in that school, wl.o have wept and prayed for it, will thank the Lord

for His great goodness in thus watching over and providing for it, and

leading the scholars back to our mission. ' I was with Mrs. Carrothers

on the day in which the school and the larger part of the members
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of the church left her house. Our hearts were in the dust before

the Lord, beseeching Him to save the dear lambs and sheep from

the wolves. He graciously heard our prayers, and has provided for

them in a most unexpected manner. I do not know of a person

BO eminently fitted for the position as Mrs. True. I write you this

that you may return thanks for your answered prayers in behalf of

that work.

During our visit to Nikko we witnessed one of the superstitions

of the Japanese. On August 19th the pilgrims begin to ascend

Mt. Nantaizon to worship the local deities residing there. We were

told that not less than fifteen thousand make that difficult ascent

during the one week set apart for this purpose. I do not doubt it,

for on several days I counted the pilgrims passing us, and they

averaged three hundred per hour. They were clothed in white,

with a large bamboo hat, which served for an umbrella to protect

them from sun and rain. Each carried a lunch box and long staff,

and many had a piece of matting or oiled paper tied over their

shoulders. Old men bowed with age hobbled slowly along ; the

middle-aged, the young and little children were among them, but

very few women.

The legend of the origin of this pilgrimage is this: Many years

since, the Abbot of Nikko was worshipping before one of the shrines

at sunset, when he saw a purple cloud descend and rest oa the top

of this mountain. Then he knew that the gods had descended and

dwelt there. From that time they have worshipped there one week

every year, beginning with the 19th of August. Another super-

stition is that they must come in clean apparel, or the gods will be

angry. A daimio and several others, disregarding this fact, were

said to be slain by them. Mr. Ballagh and the other gentlemen

ascended the mountain, but were perfectly exhausted by the effort.

A very small temple stands upon the summit.

Before their feast began, from sixty to a hundred were coming

to us every evening to hear the precious gospel of Jesus Christ.

We saw the same faces day after day, so we trust that they have

heard enough to make them wise unto salvation if it is accompanied

by the Spirit. I would ask that this may be a special subject of

19*
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prayer with you. We had hymn-books for our hearers, and from

thirty to forty of the younger ones came early to learn to sing those

hymns. They learned " Jesus loves me" quite well, and could sing

several others indifferently. This was the chief attraction at first,

but they were very attentive listeners to the preaching also.

The family with whom we stopped had been a distinguished one

from lyeyasa down to the present time. Two of the grand-

daughters were my pupils while I was at the " American Mission

Home," are still there, and have become Christians. Two are also

at the " Ferris Boarding School" of the Reformed Board. Some

missionaries stopped with them last year, and two years since, for

a few days. They have become believers, and were delighted to

have services in their house.

Last winter there was a large fire, which surrounded them,

burning one hundred and thirty dwellings, but the young man told

us that he and bis mother prayed to the true God to save their

home, and all their neighbors, as well as they, think it was saved

through their prayers. It is certainly a striking monument to the

power of the true Grod. Mr. Kanaya pleaded very earnestly for

us to come there and open a school. A missionary could come in no

other way at present, but when there, could preach all he pleased

in his own house, as the American Board are doing at Kioto.

The people, like those of Kioto, are among the most intelligent-

looking which we see in Japan. I wish our Board could respond

to the " Macedonian cry" from that most interesting field. Oh, for

more consecration on the part of missionaries in the field and

missionaries at home, for such should every Christian be ! Then

there would be no lack of laborers or means to go in and " possess

the land" for the Lord.

The weather is intensely warm still (Sept. 14), yet the schools

have opened well for the first week. My women's prayer-meeting

began again yesterday. Will you not pray for this meeting, that it

may become a power for good in building up those who are Chris-

tians, and in the conversion of the others ? By visiting the homes

of the pupils, I get mothers to attend this meeting first. When

they become interested they will attend other services.
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INDIA.—Allnhahad.
Miss S. C. Sewakd, M.D.

. . . During the spring I was very busy. Some of my patients

were of a caste to which it is usually very difficult to obtain access.

Among these I found some very gentle, intelligent women, to wh^ia

I became much attached, and they seem fond of me, so that I take

great pleasure in going to see them as often as possible. I think

that when we find among those who scarcely ever venture beyond

the limits of their own home, who see only a few female friends of

their own caste, and who read only the Ramayan, or one or two

other books of the same style, and yet despite all this seclusion,

isolation, and, except for their own immediate family duties, aimless

life,—when we find among such an innate gentleness, refinement and

good breeding, modest, afi'ectionatc, intelligent and womanly in all

their ways, with what is not the least commendiible quality, a large

proportion of shrewd common sense,—we feel that what is noble,

pure and true in woman cannot be crushed out.

We meet with all grades and classes in the zenana
;
some, alas,

who seem nearly as ignorant and animal as the cattle stalled often in

the adjoining shed, and again with some, like these of the Cash-

mtri pundit^ and similar castes, who seem only to need Christianity

to make them truly noble and good women. I do not mean to say

that caste always makes this distinction, for one meets most ignor-

ant and degraded Brahmins, still the most intelligent women are

nearly always from these higher castes.

We had a long and trying hot season, and all, both natives and

Europeans, seemed nearly exhausted by the intense heat. I said

to one of my women a few days since, " But you do not mind the

heat, you are accustomed to it." She replied, " Why, Mem Sahib,

we feel just like people who are utterly exhausted by a long attack

of fever." We have for some weeks been watching wistfully for

some signs of the coming monsoon, but although it had been

cloudy for several days, last evening came the first indications that

the rains had really begun. There is no mistaking their actual

coming for a passing shower, the change from the intense dry

heat to an atmosphere saturated with moisture is so decided. I
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have often at this season been reminded of gome lines in one of

Mrs. Judson's poems,

"The wild southwest monsoon has risen.

In broad ffray wings of gloom ;"

they give so vivid and accurate an idea of the wild stormy skies

at this time.

WESTERN INDIA.—Kolapoor.
Mrs. J. J. Hull.

Our work here has been going on quietly, not unblessed, we

trust, of God, and yet with few outward signs of progress. As the

girls of the school are here but three hours every day, we cannot

expect to give them a liberal education. It is very hard sometimes

to be obliged to part with them before they have even learned to

read. I am anxious that when they leave us to begin their lives

of dnidgery, sometimes under a cruel mother-in-law, they may be

able to read their own language at least, so that we may put in

their hands a Gospel or some little book which will speak to them

of Jesus when we can reach them no longer. Then I have great

faith in the hymns which they learn. They are more likely, with

the aid of the tune, to sink in the memory than even Scripture

vei-ses.

Many of the Christian women of our little church, especially

those lately received, are as yet but children in knowledge. Among

those whom Mrs. Wilder trained, we have some very valuable

helpers. One of them, Paulina, is the wife of Baizoo, who is an

elder in the church. Her husband, a few months ago, opened a

school for boys in a town some miles away, and removed with his

family thither. There had never been a Christian teacher in this

town before, and the people were extremely bigoted and supersti-

tious, so that at first Baizoo and his family were met on all sides

with distrust, and so exposed to no little persecution. The people,

without resorting to actual violence, annoyed them in various ways.

Paulina is a bright, sprightly little woman, and talks very well.

She began, by speaking in a friendly wey to the heathen women.
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her neighbors, and by degrees won their hearts. Although she

had her two little children to care for, whenever an opportunity

offered, she would go out with Bible in hand to read to the people,

and would invite them to come to see her. Sometimes she would

he invited to the houses of high caste people to read to them the

wonderful story which was entirely new to them.

The heathen women, her friends, thinking her name too hard to

pronounce, gave her the name of one of their goddesses, " Seta bai."

Mr. Hull goes out every month to examine her husband's school.

About two weeks ago, just as he was entering the town, he met a

number of women with their waterpots on their heads, going for

water. At sight of the Sahib, and knowing where he was going, they

began to exclaim, " Poor Seta bai !" " Poor Seta bai !" He asked

them what was the matter, when they told him that she had the

cholera, and could not live, adding, " She is a good woman." Mr.

Hull hastened on to the house, where he found her apparently in

the last stages of cholera. He gave what comfort he could to

them, and came home with a heavy heart. The next day wc ex-

pected to hear hourly of her death, but in a few days she was able

to come here for treatment, and soon recovered. We believe that

it was a direct answer to prayer. We felt that wc could ill spare

her from our little number, and prayer was made by the whole

church unto God for her.

Her recovery was a great wonder to her heathen neighbor; .

They had begged her husband to break a cocoanut before the idol

in the temple, or sacrifice a chicken, in order to propitiate the gods.

Upon his steadfastly refusing, they thought she would certainly

die. In a house near there was a boy sick at the same time of this

disease. For him they tried all these senseless remedies, but he

died. We trust that from Paulina's recovery some may be led to

turn unto the one true God who heareth prayer.

... I am looking forward with great joy of heart to niy

sister's coming. Mrs. Graham has a nice school for girls at

Panalla. Mr. Seller still oversees Mrs. Barker's school at Ratnagiri.

We are surely blessed in having so many to pray for us. May God

prosper you this year in your work, as He has done hitherto

!
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OUR SEMI-ANJfi UAL MEETING.

The semi-anmial meeting of the Woman's Foreign Missionary

Society has heretofore been held in Philadelphia, but the good

sisters of the " Pittsburgh and Allegheny Committee on Foreign

Missions" proved so strong an attraction this year as to remove it

to the Iron City. Their systematic arrangement and noble hospi-

tality made the 26th of October a most successful and enjoyable

day. The meeting was held in the chapel of the Third Presbyte-

rian Church of Pittsburgh, which was decorated with ferns and

autumn leaves, and the motto Christ for the World" arranged on

the wall behind the pulpit. Nearly one hundred delegates were

present from the adjacent Presbyteries, besides a large audience

of ladies from the two cities.

The President, Mrs. William E. Schenck, occupied the chair.

After singing, reading of the Scriptures and prajer, Mrs. Comingo,

President of the Pittsburgh and Allegheny Committee, delivered a

very cordial and earnest address of welcome, to which the

President heartily responded. The reports showed a gain of one

Presbyterial society, fifty-four auxiliaries, and nineteen bands,

during the past six months. A number of changes had taken

place in the list of missionaries since the annual meeting. Some

had returned home for recuperation, but expected to re-enter upon

the work ; others would remain here. A great work was being

aT3complishcd in the different fields. Especial attention was directed

to the girls' schools at the various stations, and to the encouraging

fact of a number of new missionaries being ready to engage in the

field. The total receipts since April 30. 1876, with a balance of

$90 02, were $20,227 18 ; amount disbursed, $16,563 90 ; balance

October 24, 1876, $3,G63 28. The promise made to the General

Assembly last spring, to raise, if possible, $100,000, was called to

remembrance, and a hope expressed that every woman in the
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Presbyterian ChurcH would consider herself responsible for her

share of the amount.

An appeal was made for the support of our magazines, especially

Children's WorJcy which was in debt, and could not be continued

without speedy aid. Ten thousand subscribers were asked for. On
motion, it was decided that each one present who would be respon-

sible for five subscriptions should rise. A number of ladies thus

pledged themselves.

During the afternoon session, the dear workers who had re-

turned from the foreign field were heard from. First, Miss

Hattie Noyes, who has labored so earnestly and successfully in

Canton, China. She stated that of the eleven missionaries at Can-

ton, six were from the vicinity of Pittsburgh. Then Miss Das-

comb, who had been seven years in Brazil, and whose school at

Eio Claro contained one hundred and eighty scholars. Miss

Hardie, who had spent five months in India, read a paper in

which she deplored the prejudices, and even hostility, of some

Christians towards foreign missions.

Mrs. H. G. O. Cary, of Zanesville, Ohio, then spoke of the general

impressions produced by the meeting, namely, the importance of the

work ; the wide open doors ; the goodness of God ; the plain fact of

a definite work for each one to do ; the encouragements to look for

results now instead of years hence ; and the necessity of intelligent

information in order to be interested. In the Presbytery which

she represented, a circulating library had been obtained for this

purpose. Each society was requested to contribute at least two dol-

lars, the average value of one book. The societies were arranged in

groups, and the books circulated for four or six months in each.

Mrs. H. Jj. Fry, of Salem, Ohio, spoke of the need of giving.

If Christians would only bear in mind their vows of consecration

when they espoused the Master's cause, there would be no neces-

sity for urging them to contribute.

A meeting for the general public was held in the evening, Rev.

Dr. Strong, President of the Pennsylvania Female College, in the

chair. Rev. Dr. Beatty, of Steubenville, Ohio, ofiered prayer,

which was folbwcd by cai-uost, cordial remarks from the chairman.
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Rev. Mr. Noyes, of China, said that from the time they had

heard of this woman's organization, it had been to them one long

thanksgiving. The missionaries there turned to this society for

sympathy and co-operation, and they were sure that prayers had

been answered in their behalf.

Rev. Dr. Brodhead, from Allahabad, India, followed, and spoke

of woman's work for woman as supplying the lack in the aggre-

gate of those Christian activities which shall result in the conver-

sion of the heathen.

Professor S. J. Wilson, D.J)., discussed the importance of mis-

sion work, and Rev. S. F. Scovel urged a plea in behalf of interests

ing children in it, and recommended the introduction of Children's

Work in every household.

CHILDREN'S WORK FOR CHILDREN.
As given by the General Assembly's Minutes for 1876, the

membership of our Presbyterian Sabbath-schools is five hundred

and fifty-five thousand, three hundred and forty-seven. For the

instruction of these thousands of children, who are being trained

for future Christian usefulness, there exists but one juvenile foreign

missionary periodical. Children's Work for Children. Its publica-

tion was commenced at the earnest solicitation ofmany Christian men

and women, who deeply felt the importance of educating our sons and

daughters to love and work for the cause. It was founded and has

been carried on in faith and prayer. Its twelve numbers now before

the Church silently tell of the patient care, the earnest thought,

and the loving zeal which have gone to the preparation of each.

That it is warmly appreciated by hundreds, frequent letters from

all parts of our own country and from missionary stations assure

us. A letter from a pastor's wife, received since this article was

begun, says :
" Our daughters, nourished by Children's Work as

well as by the catechism and Bible, will be better fitted than their

mothers now are to do this work wisely and well."

The first year of the magrzine's existence is closing, and what is

the outlook? First, a list of but forty-three hundred subscribers

among the children of our Church, who number hundreds of thou-
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sands ! Second, a debt small, but surely increasing. Third, as a

consequence, cither speedy relief or abandonment of the enterprise.

This, dear friends, is no cry of " wolf!" it is sad and sober earnest.

The magazine cannot be made self-supporting at the low subscription

price, without fully twice the present number of subscribers. We
cannot, will not, accumulate a debt, and unless help speedily comes

from those who have its interests at heart, there remains no alter-

native but to cease publication with this year. Must we do it ?

From all sides we hear the remonstrance, " That will never do ; it

must go on." But, dear sisters, if you say " Depart in peace, be

ye warmed and filled
;
notwithstanding ye give them not those

things which are needful to the body, what doth it profit ?"

How many copies are being taken in your Sabbath-school, your

auxiliary, among your friends ? What have you personally done to

circulate it? Think, if each of you who read these lines would

send one new subscriber, the work would be done ! Will you do it
'!*

We would gently remind some of our auxiliaries that when they

ask missionary ladies to speak for them, the least they can do is to

2)ai/ the ex2}e7iscs of these ladies, especially when they consider that

some of them leave their families for the greater part of a day.

Often they do not reach home till late at night, or even the next

day, and if these calls come very frequently, they are obliged to

neglect pressing home duties.

From our experience in publishing Woman's Wor/c, we have

learned that the longest lists of subscribers, and those which are

kept up year after year, are the ones sent us by some one person,

who has made it her business to attend to them. We would ear-

nestly recommend this plan to every auxiliary. Elect a lady for

this department when you elect your other ofiicers. Let it be her

duty to keep the list, and know when each subscription expires,

collect the money, and remit to the editor. We call attention to

this matter now, that societies may make their arrangements to

have the work done systematically for 1877.
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FAULTLESS.
Jude V. 24.

BY K. H. J.

"Faultless in His glory's presence I"

All the soul within me stirred,

All my heart reached up to heaven,

At the wonder of that word.

" Able to present me faultless?

Lord, forgive my doubt," I cried;

" Thou did'st once, to loving doubt, show

Hands and feet and riven side.

" Oh, for me, build up some ladder.

Bright with golden round on round,

That my Iiope this word may compass.

Reaching Faith's high vantage-ground 1"

Praying thus, behold my ladder,

Reaching unto perfect day.

Grew from out a simple storj-.

Dropped by some one in the way.

Once a queen,—so ran the story,—

•

Seeking far for something new.

Found it in a mill, where, strangely,

Nought but rags repaid her view.

Rags from out the very gutters,

Rags of every shape and hue.

While the squalid children, picking,

Seemed but rags from hair to shoe.

"What then," rang her eager question.

Can you do with things so vile?"

" Mould them into perfect whiteness,"

Said the master with a smile.

"Whiteness?" quoth the Queen, half-doubting,

" But these reddest, crimson dyes.

Surely naught can ever whiten

These, to fitness in your eyes?"

" Yes," he said, " though these are colors

Hardest to remove of all,

Still I have the power to make them

Like the snow-flake in its fall."
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Through my heart the words so simple

Throbbed with echo in and out;

"Crimson"—"scarlet"—"white as snow-flake"

—

Can this man?—and can God not?

Now upon a day thereafter,

(Thus the tale went on at will,)

To the Queen there came a present

From tlie master at the mill.

Fold on fold of fairest te.ttnre,

Lay the paper, purest white
;

On each sheet there gleamed the letters

Of her name in .golden light.

" Precious lesson," wrote the master,

" Hath my mill thus given me.

Showing how our Christ can gather

Vilest rags from land or sea
;

" In some heavenly alembic.

Snowy white from crimson bring

Stamp His name on each, and bear

To the palace of the King."

* * * *

Oh, what wondrous vision wrapped me J

Heaven's gates seemed open wide,

—

Even / stood clear and faultless.

Close beneath the piercfed side.

Faultless in His glory's presence t

Faultless in that dazzling light I

Christ's own love, majestic, tender,

Made my crimsoa snowy white 1

Miss Erskine, of Liberia, who is about establishing a school

among her own people in a place called Ben Moore's town, writes

:

'• "Whatever you may be able to do in the way of sending books,

will be gratefully receiTed, such as primers, cards, books for

spelling and easy reading, cat«chisms, &c."
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MBS. WEAVER'S FERN LEAF MOTTOES.
Those of our readers who preserve the back numbers of

Woman's Work, will find by reference to the one for October,

1875, a full account of this wonderful work of Mrs. Anna K.

Weaver, and the practical application it has to missions and

auxiliary societies. But for the benefit of those who cannot refer

to the number alluded to, we give a review of the article.

About three years ago, Mrs. Weaver conceived the idea of

arranging the letters of mottoes with the many varieties of fern

that abound in our land, and by the aid of photography preserving

them in a most beautiful and durable form. Executing the idea

at first for her own amusement, she soon found it taking the shape of

a manufacturing business, and thus providentially opening the way

for her to furnish her outfit as a foreign missionary, without drawing

upon the treasury of the Board. Accordingly, on the 13th of Novem-

ber, 1874, under the auspices of the Woman's Foreign Missionary

Society, she sailed with her husband, the Rev. Willis Weaver, for

Bogota, South America, to commence her chosen life work.

Though leaving her business in the hands of her sister at

Salem, Ohio, she still owns it, and applies the proceeds to the pro-

secution of her mission work. (Mrs. Weaver has purchased the

house for the school mentioned in our September number. She

made the first payment of two thousand dollars in gold the first of

that month, all of which came directly from the proceeds of the

" motto" business.) Mrs. J. R. Nicholas, an aunt of Mrs.

Weaver, is her general agent for the sale of the mottoes.

To give our readers a better idea of their exquisite beauty, we

would add that, after being designed with the most perfect and

delicate fern leaves, they are so exactly reproduced by solar pho-

tography—no camera being used—that even the veins and fibres

of the ferns are visible, while the shading of the leaves is inimi-

table, and the whole sentence stands out on a dark background as

plainly as if it were carved in marble. It is a work requiring not

only great patience and much time, but a highly-cultivated artistic

taste, all of which Mrs. Weaver has given to it. During the past

year she has designed several new mottoes, with rare South Amer-
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ican ferns, wliich are finer and more beautiful than any ever

before arranged. The mottoes are not sold to the trade, and arc

only disposed of by individual effort. Should we not encourage,

and strive to aid in every possible way, the introduction of such

mottoes as " God Bless our Home," " The Lord is my Shepherd,"

" The Lord will Provide," and " Cast thy Burden on the Lord,"

into every home in a community ? We would therefore propose to the

mission bands in all churches a new field of usefulness, by which they

can enlarge their contributions to the Board, or raise funds for the

support of their respective teachers or pupils abroad, without call-

ing, for one season at least, the " Fair and Festival" to their aid.

Mrs. Weaver allows individual agents and missionary societies

forty per cent, commission. In many cases during the past year

individual agents have made from four dollars to five dollars a

day, and a mission circle in a town ia Indiana (previously can-

vassed by an agent) added fifty dollars in less than a week to their

mission fund, by selling the mottoes. An agent's "outfit," includ-

ing fifteen varieties, will cost a society ten dollars. By combined

and systematic effort on the part of a few in many places, hun-

dreds of dollars' worth can be sold. The work is also beinc

assumed by Sabbath-schools as a means of revenue for supplying

their Christmas trees, or replenishing libraries. When thus

afsumed, the work becomes a twofold charitable one, inasmuch as

all the proceeds, save the slight expense of handling, are used to

further benevolent objects. Since the late reduction of twenty-five

per cent, in price, the mottoes are more popular than ever.

Many of them are especially appropriate and beautiful for the

decoration of Sabbath-school rooms, as " Welcome," " Cast thy

Anchor in Heaven," " God is Love," " Love One Another," " No
Cross No Crown," and others of similar sentiments.

The work is one which we heartily commend, with the hope

that many an auxiliary, church, or individual will inaugurate it in

their respective localities. The Lord requires all the effort we can

put forth for the extension of His kingdom.

All communications in regard to these mottoes, agencies, &c.,

should be addressed to Mrs. J. R. Nicholas, Philadelphia, Pa.
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Occasionally complaints reach our ears that some of the

copies of Woman's Work sent out have not arrived at their proper

destination. When we are told who failed to receive her magazine,

and what number she failed to get, a duplicate copy is forwarded

at once, if we have it on hand. But these complaints often come

in this form, or a similar one :
" Some of the subscribers to Woman s

Work in our place did not receive all their numbers last year," or

seme other time in the indefinite past. You will see, dear friends,

that such a statement can receive no attention from us, because

we are net told of the particular error to be corrected. The facts

are these : we sent out the copies to all who had paid their subscrip-

tions, and we take special pains in doing this. If after they leave

our hands they go astray, we do not know about it until we are

told. When this happens, or when any mistake, apparent or real,

is made, please notify us at once, and we will do what we can in

rectifying the matter.

A NEW leaflet has been published by the Society on the

" Chinese Women in California price two cents.

NEW LIFE MEMBERS.
Cattell, Mrs. A. C,
GalbraiUi, Mrs. E. W.,
Morey, Mrs. Wm. G.,

Murray, Mrs. Elizabeth,

Pease, Mrs. Jane M.,

Wiestling, Mrs. John H.
Wines, Mrs. Elizabeth,

Woods, Mrs. Martha M.,

NEW AUXILIARIES.

Corry, Pa.

Fairview, Pa.

Glassborough, N. J.

Lawsonham, Pa.
Xenia, Ohio.

Receipts of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society

of the Presbyterian Cliurch, from, October 1, 187G.

[presbyteries in small capitals.]

Baltimore.—Ellicott City, Bellefontaixe.—Kenton
Aux., for .schools, Che- Gleaners, .... $1-8 00
foo, $l-iO 00 B L A I u s V I L L E.—Blairsville
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Children's Band, for Chi-

nese Homo, . . . $20 30
Cahlisle.—Dickinson Ch.,

Mrs. E. \V. Galbraith, for

Miss'y, Bogota, and L. M., 25 00

CHESTEn.—Oxford, Miss. Bd.,
for sch'p, Mjnpurie, . . 15 00

Cleveland.—Cleveland S. S.

Mem. Ch., for Rev. G. Aide,
Syria, $12; Seville Aux.,
for work. Canton, $65, . 77 00

Daytox.—Oxford, Howard
Band, for sch'p, Dehra, . 30 00

Elizabeth.—Plainficld Aux.,
for Miss'y, San Paulo, Bra-
zil, 91 75

EniE.—Greenville Aux., $25;
Infant Sch. Miss. Box, $4, 29 00

Indianapolis.—Indianapolis,

2d Ch. Aux., for Miss'y, Si-

don 125 00
KiTTANNiNG.—Apollo Aux., for

Miss'y, Siam, $50
;
Boiling

Spring Aux., for Miss'y,
Brazil, $25

;
Leechburg

Aux., for Miss'y, Siam, $25

;

Srader's Grove Aux., for

work under Mrs. McFar-
land, Siam, $20; West
Lebanon Aux., $32 59;
Miss. Bd.,$12 21 ($44 80), 164 80

Lackawanna.—WilkesbarrS,
1st Ch. Aux., for Miss'y,

Kolapoor, $200; Wyoming
Aux., Mrs. John Bennet, for

work under Mrs. Hull, Kol-
apoor, S5, . . . . 205 00

Mahoning, New Lisbon Aux.,
Cent, off., add'l,.'r2

;
Youngs-

town, 1st Ch. Aux., for

school, Mexico, $13 60 ; S.

S., for Tripoli house, $25;
($38 50), . . . . 40 50

Marion.—Trenton Aux., . 40 00
Newark.— Bloomfield, 1st

Ch. Aux., for Miss'y,

Canton, and two sch'ps,

$166 05 ; Westminster S. S.,

Bch'ps, $70 ; Caldwell Aux.,
B. R. and sch'p, $56 ; New-
ark High St. Aux., for

Miss'y, Canton, $75 54;
Central Church Aux., for

school, $00; 3d Ch. Aux.,
for Miss'y, Canton, and
school, $103 45; S. Park
Ch. Aux., for Miss'y,

Canton, and seven seh'ps,

$109 22, $711 11, less $2,

expenses, .... 709 11

New BRnNSWicK.—Stockton
Aux., for school, Sughbin,
Syria, $37 49; Cent, off.,

$5 05 ($42 54); Trenton,
4th Ch. Aux., for Miss'y,

Allahabad, $110, . . $152 54
New Castle.—Delaware City

Bible class, add'l for sch'p,

Ningpo, . . . . 20 00

Newton... ^Greenwich Aux.,
for school, Sahranpur, . 50 00

NoRinUMBERLAND.—Lewi s-

burg Aux., . . . 40 00

Philadelphia.—Arch street

Aux., for zenana visitor,

Futtehgurh, $165; Old Pine
St. Ch., Workers for Jesus,
sup. two Bible readers,

Mynpurie, $25 ; Walnut St.

Ch., Mrs. Dr. Stidham, sup.

sch'p, Dehra, $65; Wood-
land Aux., for Miss'y, Be-
nita, $55, Mrs. A. C. Cat-
tell, for L. M., $25, Miss
Evans, for school, Kolapoor,

$1 (§81), . . . . 336 00
Philadelphia Central.—
North Ch., B. L. Agnow
Bd., of which $50 for sch'p,

Sidon, $56 ; Northminster
Aux., for Chinese Home,
$12; Olivet Aux., sup.

Ramcore, Kolapoor, $50, . 118 00
Philadelphia, North.—

Chestnut Hill Aux., for

nat. tea., Bcirdt Sem., . 100 00
Pittsburg and Allegheny

Com.—Bethel Aux., Mrs. M.
Marshall, Mrs. M. Wyckoff,
Mrs. M. Woods, Miss J. M.
AYoods, Miss E. Woods,
Mrs. R. Caldwell, Mrs. E.
Caldwell, Mrs. S. McMillan,
Mrs. S. J. Johnston, Mrs.
M. Espey, Mrs. M. R. Wil-
son, Mrs. M. Fife, Miss B.
Armstrong, Miss S. Arm-
strong, Miss P. Armstrong,
Miss M. A. Espey, Mrs. M.
Armstrong, each $1 ($17),
R. U. and M. Armstrong, 75
cts., Cent, off., $17 75;
Bakerstown Aux., for Nat.
tea., Mj'npurie, $15 ; Min-
go Aux., nat. tea., Mynpu-
rie, $10 ;

Monongahela city

Aux., nat. tea., Mynpurie,
$55; Cent, off., $2, ($57);
AVestminstor Aux., for

sch'p, Canton, $40 ; Shady-
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side Aux., for Miss'y, Fut-
tegurh, 869 75; Mt.Pisgah
Ch., Miss J. Moore, for

Tripoli House, $5, . . $214 50
Redstone.—Mt. Pleasant llc-

union Ch., Mayflower Bd
,

for school, Chcfoo, .?5

;

Pleasant Unitj', Trusting
Miss. Bd., 87 35, . . 12 35

Rochester.—Genesee, Cen-
tral Ch. Aux., for sch'p,

Beirflt, 850 ; Grains of

Wheat, for sch'p, Allaha-
bad, $14 (64) ;

Sparta, 2d
Ch., Agnes Aitken Bd., sup.

Esonghi, $30, . . . 94 00
St. Clairsville.—Bellaire,

1st Ch. Aux., for Sch'p,
Tungchow, . . . 41 60

St. Lawrence.—Oswego,
Grace Ch. Aux.. for Sch'p,
Sidon, special, $25 {(jold), 27 25

Shenango. — Neshannock
Aux., Mrs. E. Francis, Miss
L. Francis, Miss J. Francis,
Mrs. B. Dawson, Mrs. E.
J. Wilson, Mrs. C. Bell,

Mrs. M. Donaldson, each,

SI, Cent, off., $7 ; Hermon
Aux., for Dehra school,

$27 10; Slippery Rock
Aux., $26 05, MissMehard's
class, $2 50, Miss. Bd.,

$1 50, Mrs. M. Cunning-
ham, $5 (835 05), for Tri-

poli House, . . . 69 15
Union.—Westminster Aux., . IC 85

Washington.— Clay s ville

Aux., for Miss'y, Tungchow, 50 00

WestJerse y.—Cedarville

Aux., 1st and 2d Chs, . 10 CO

Westminste r.—Chestnut
Level Aux., for Chinese
home, $32 ; Columbia Aux.,
for Miss'y, Futtehgurh,
SI 20 ; Williamstown Miss.

Band, for sup. Amelia, Ga-
boon, $22, . . . . 174 00

Zanksville.— Pataskala
Aux., of which $21 Cent,

off., for Missionaries' Chil-

dren, 31 00

Legacies.—An aged lady of

Virginia, " A member of the

Presbyterian Church from
her youth," $500; Miss
Christina Beatty Guild,
a member of the 1st Ch.,

Princeton, N. J., $100, . $600 00

Miscellaneous. — Allegheny,
Pa., "A Memorial" for

Tripoli House, $20 77;
Cranford, N. J., C, $1;
Germantown, Pa., Miss
Mary Fox, $10; Gettys-
burg, Pa., Miss Sarah
McPherson, for Miss'v,
Futtehgurh, $50; Miss U.
McCreary, Cent, off., $1 ;

Glcnville, Md., E. M. S.,

$5 ;
Luzerne, N. Y., Mrs.

Alex. Rankin, Cent. off., 81

;

Oswego, N. Y., Cent, off., by
a mother in memory of a
daughter ($1 (70W), $1 10;
Phila., S., for Chinese
(S2 50, gold), $2 75 ; Miss
Otto for Chinese Home, $5,
for Tripoli House, $5 ($10);
R. E. N., for Chinese Home,
810 ;

Reynoldsville Aux., for

Chinese Home, $2 ; San An-
tonio, Texas, Arthur and
Alice Ostrom, for Laos
Bible, $6 85; St. Peter,

Minn., Mrs. Jane A. Tread-
well, $5 ;

Shippensburg,
Pa., Mrs. Mary N. Matcer,
for Chinese Home, 85 ; Val-
paraiso, Ind., S. A., .810;

Washington, D. C, Mrs. M.
M. ilcCann, Cent, off., $1;
Watertown, N. Y., Mrs. A.
P. Brayton, 81 ; Mrs. Gard-
ner, $1 ;

Wyandot, 0., Mrs.
E. C. Junkin, $5 ; A lady

of N. Jersev, for Chinese
Home, 810; E. H. D., Cent,

oif., $1; A lady at Semi-
Annual Meeting, for Chi-

nese Home, 81, Interest on
Deposits, $72 39, . . 233 86

Total Receipts for October, . $4,130 92

Previously Acknowledged, . 17,378 22

Total Receipts from May 1,

to Nov. 1, 1876, . . $21,509 14

The Earnest Workers, Allegheny, Pa., have sent a box of rewards to Sidon

Seminary.
Mrs. J. M. Fishburn, Treasurer,

November 1, 1876. 1384 Chestnut Street, Phila.
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W. p. B. M.

INDIA.

Mrs. Dr. Warren.

MoBAO GwALiOE, March 3, 1876.

. .-. When your kind letter reached us, we were just moving

into tlie mission house which Dr. Warren had purchased. Hitherto

we had lived in a rented house. This house is the first piece of

property which the mission possesses in its new station, Gwalior.

We moved after this fashion. Having called fourteen day-lahorcrs,

men, women and children, they carried in their hands or on their

heads all of our household goods to our new home. They came

about six o'clock in the morning, and completed the moving before

night. The customary wages for a man doing such work is about

seven and one-half cents, for a woman six cents, and for a child

four cents ; and many of these people stand idle in the market-

place just as they used to do in the time of our Saviour. One

always living in America can hardly realize the distress which a

surplus of laborers causes. After getting settled in our new home,

we went in December to Etawah, to attend the annual meeting of

the mission, and in January an attack of inflammation of the eyes

prevented my writing at all. . . .

I wish you could see us on Sabbath afternoons at three o'clock,

with the people gathered all around, forming a circle of which we

occupy the centre. Almost always they bring out a bedstead, upon

which we sit. Very seldom is a chair in their possession. The

people are like us in features, but in color and dress they are not.

Some of the people are wholly covered with clothing ; some wear

as little as possible, and many little girls and boys have none at all.

20



350 woman's "WORK. EOR WOMAN.

Thoy are usually full of assent to what is said, as if it were not

polite to disagree with us ; but they are just as decided in heart to

follow in the footsteps cf their fathers as ever the rivers are sure to

reach the ocean, and our efforts are useless unless God's Spirit in-

cline their hearts. One man said to us only the other day, " Yes,

your God is just the same as ours, and you in your church do just

as we do
;
you bow to your image, the cross, and we bow to ours."

This man had served as a pankha-wala fone who pulls the large

fan in the hot season) in the Episcopal church.

. . . We get Woman's Work regularly ; but if we can have but

one of the "Works," my choice will be Children's Work. It is

said that women rule the world ; but I think children do. I keep

my little school alive. One day I nearly lost three of my children

by trying to comfort and cheer one of them. This one was cry-

ing, and I thought I would wash her face, comb her hair, and put

•upon her one of Eddie's little coats—much like a dress—and in

this way quiet her. These I did, and she was indeed happy ; but

the next day neither this little girl nor two others of the same

caste came. So I inquired the reason, and found that I had com-

mitted a great trespass by washing the child's face ; for perhaps

some of the water had gone into her mouth, which would have

defiled her, and put her out of caste. Water from our vessels de-

files them, nor would they give us water from their vessels without

carefully scouring them afterwards. There are some who would

not let us drink from their cups upon any consideration. With

much entreaty, and with the promise not to make the Uttle chil-

dren uncomfortable again, I succeeded in getting them all back.

Now, since it is so difficult to get a hold and to keep a hold in India,

should you not think that we would grieve when the wail of

retrenchment reaches our ears from America ? We are so very

human, that we look up to heaven through America, instead of

looking straight upward from here to Him who gave Himself

for us all without any stint. . . .

In February the Prince of Wales came to pay a visit to the

Maharajah (Great King) of Gwalior. The Mahdrdjdh had just

finished a very magnificent palace, after the Italian style, in which
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he welcomed li:s Royal Highness, Albert Edward. We went

through the palace just before the coming of the royal guest. The

royal bedstead was wholly overlaid with gold. The bed-curtains

were of lace, interwoven with gold. The cornice of the tester was

of most exquisitely wrought gold. The bed of down was in a

cover made of strips of purple and crimson velvet. The bed-cover-

ings were of damask, trimmed with golden gimp. The chairs and

sofas were wholly overlaid with gold save the cushioned portions,

which were of cloth interwoven with gold. The crystal chandeliers

were immensely large and of symmetrical shape. The larger ones

contained two hundred and fifty burners, and the smaller ones one

hundred and fifty. The mirrors, the carpeting (where there was

carpeting), the marble floors, the paneling, the ceilings (set with

stars, some of gold, some of silver), were all of costly and exquisite

workmanship.

We saw the royal entry, just at dusk, upon elephants with

housings ornamented with gold, and with howciahs, some of

which were overlaid with gold, some with silver, and with most

artistic patterns. There was an array of cavalry and infantry.

The whole palace was illuminated within and without. The mag-

nificent gateway and iron fence about the grounds were all ablaze

with hanging lamps There was an artificial waterfall, a fountain

too, with very many jets. Seven royal salutes, of twenty-one guns

each, were given. There were bands of music, and the whole

pageant from beginning to end reminded one of the glittering

stories of the Arabian Nights. We were invited to dinner, and to

one evening party given by the Mahdrajah to the Prince of Wales.

There was nothing extraordinary about the dinner ; but I wish to

tell you that I went to dinner with Canon , the chaplain of

the royal suite, the only one of them who does not take wines, &c.

He said that he could best preach temperance to his people in Lon-

don by being truly temperate himself, and that others of the party

sometimes said to him, " What ! do you drink the Queen's health

with water ?" and he replied, " I only hope that my wishes for the

Queen may be as pure as the water with which I drink her

health."
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WISCONSIN.—Odanah.
Miss Susan A. Dougherty.

September 30, 1876.

. . . We are now at work with rejoicing, thankful hearts, for

instead of having, as we feared, to close the boarding-school for

want of funds, the government continues to help us, uml we are

filling up our number with new scholars. It is very much more

encouraging to us to go on when we know that we need not give

up for at least a year. There are more applications for us to take

boys than girls, as the people seem to think it more important that

boys should have some learning to help them on in the world of

work
;
yet we have several bright, happy girls who would do honor

to themselves in any place. The new children are all rather small,

none over ten years. We prefer taking such, as we may be able to

keep them longer and do them more good.

The past summer has been quite an eventful one for our little

church. The organizing of the church, electing of the officers and a

native pastor, has stirred them up. At first there seemed to be an

apathetic opposition when the work was proposed. "No one was fit

to be elder." But God was in the midst, and when it was feared that

the project might fail, suddenly all seemed changed, and unanimous

was the vote to organize. Even the only man fit for pastor (Mr.

Blatchford), "under some secret power," felt it impossible to repeat

his often strenuously-expressed refusal to accept the office. He has

long been engaged in preaching and translating, having entered

the mission work when quite young, and now is an aged man.

Through some jealousy, caused by the ambition of one of the mem-

bers, a few keep aloof from the meetings ; but we trust they will

soon see the folly and wrong of thus neglecting the worship of

God, and return to their duty. We were encouraged by a strict

heathen family bringing a little grandchild to be buried in the

" white man's way." We hope it may be the Spirit's way of lead-

ing them from their darkness into the light. The father of the

child is a believer in Christ, but secretly, on account of the oppo-

sition of his wife's family. We hope now he will have courage to

take his stand openly, and do much good.
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A REVIEW OF MISSION WORK.
In this Centennial year of our nation's freedom, there is no fea-

ture of all the various grand achievements during the past one

hundred years to which we can point more gratefully than the

success of mission work. A century ago there were no missionary

societies in this New World, unless the Moravians, who labored

among the Indians, might be called such an organization. In

1810, sixty-six years ago, the first mi.«sionary board was organized,

calling itself the American Board. Four years later, the Baptists

formed such an association; then followed the Methodists and

other denominations. To-day there are seventeen missionary

societies or boards in the United States. Their work is carried

on at three hundred and twenty-two main stations, in every divi-

sion of the earth. The number of missionaries was reported last

year at four hundred and sixty. The mission schools have

gathered 43,045 scholars. The yearly expense of carrying on the

work, including the schools, amounted to $1,780,000. Of this

sum the Woman's Board of the Northwest raised $18,033 36,

from April, 1874, to April, 1875. The amount required fell

short $22,600. So we see that the work is a stupendous one, and

although our assistance seems but a drop in the bucket, yet the

drops are all numbered, and will tell in the great hereafter. We
should not despair, but gird ourselves anew to the conflict against

Satan, and help to increase the amount required to meet the defi-

ciency. When we think of the amount of study and self-sacrifice it

requires to become a missionary, how can we keep our hearts from

going out to these laborers in love, and our purses too, as God hath

prospered us ? Yet it is very common to hear the expression, when

the subject is mentioned, " I do not feel interested in foreign mis-

sions." Surely such persons have not investigated the matter. The

heart must be one of stone that can read the letters written back

by our missionaries and not experience an interest amounting

almost to enthusiasm.

20*
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The conflict between the Romish Church and Masonry has done

much towards opening sections of South America to the influences

of pure religion. Over five thousand dollars' worth of Bibles,

religious books and papers were sold last year in Brazil alone. So

much agitation naturally excited the curious to investigate for

themselves. Bibles were purchased in many instances simply to

see if proofs for Masonry could be found therein, as averred. In

the research the New Testament met the eye ; the plan of salva-

tion touched the heart and appealed to the reason, and as a result

numbers have been converted where no churches exist and no gos-

pel has ever been preached. Many have gone hundreds of miles

to the nearest church to make a profession of their faith, and now

call earnestly for some one to administer the bread of life unto them

in Jesus' name. Truly the harvest is great and the laborers few.

After such manifestations of the Holy Spirit's presence, can any

one longer maintain apathy in regard to the foreign mission work ?

If there are those who lack interest in this department of labor,

let them read the letters of Miss Dascomb, who is teaching at Rio

Claro. Her whole heart is in the work, and she gives to it all she

has. The query may arise. Why shoulJ women be so interested in

mission work ? One reason is that in some countries, such as

China and Japan, the state of society is such, and caste exists to

such an extent, that no man outside the family is allowed to enter.

The inmates can be reached only in their homes, as they never

frequent public gatherings. It is said that " half the houses in

the world are barred against men, while all are open to women."

Another plausible reason is the sad fact that sin first laid its blight-

ing touch upon one of us ; and since the curse yet rests so heavily

upon us, does it not beseem us to wage war violently against the

powers of darkness and woe ?

One of our most eminent divines said in a sermon recently, " If

our women do not take the millions of heathen women right on

their hearts, those women will not be saved. God has laid the

burden on them, and they cannot escape it without bearing the

guilt of souls." Surely we cannot afi'ord to do less than our best,

so great are our opportunities, and so munificent the reward ofiered



NORTHWESTERN DEPARTMENT. 355

us. Let us not longer withhold from the heathen abroad because,

forsooth, we have heathen at home, but do the best we can for

both. One who has long labored in this department says that she

has frequently noticed that those who refuse to give for the sup-

port of foreign fields are the very ones who give the least at home.

Let us scatter our mites to the four winds, wherever workers in a

good cause are asking for aid. There never was a crumb cast upon

the waters but returned, or will return, increased one hundred-fold

in some form.

It is an old saying that " God helps those who help themselves."

Since woman began more determinedly to help herself, to unite

action with her prayers and tears, what a change for the better

there has been in her condition. Once she was forbidden to come

unveiled where men do congregate. Now she is a teacher in the

church. Never did our sex, unless crowned, exert such power and

influence as at the present day. Neither has she done growing.

Her influence, by the blessing of God, will tell more in the future

than at present,

Think of the Sisters of Charity ! What powerful agents they

have been in the Komish Church ! She has many Priscillas,

Phoebes, Marthas and Marys to one in the Protestant Church. Yet

we are grateful that the number with us is on the increase; and with

our prayers and earnest efi'ort added to the labor of man, God's pro-

mise concerning His gospel shall at last be fulfilled. The knowledge

of Him shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the great deep.

The above are only extracts from Mrs. G. Clinton Smith's ex-

cellent paper, read at the August meeting of the "Woman's Foreign

Missionary Society in Springfield, 111. At another time, perhaps,

ia the month assigned, we shall be glad to give our readers the

remaining pages on South America, which furnish much valuable

information.

Will the treasurer of each auxiliary society, when remitting

funds, please state every time exactly to what special object the

members of her society give, if they have one ? Otherwise it goes

on the books as given to the general fund.

1
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MISSIONARY ITEMS FROM MINNESOTA.
Though times are dull, and the grasshopper is a burden unto

us, yet we have had some delightful, ay, enthusiastic, missionary

meetings this fall in Minnesota. The first one was held at

Rochester, in the Presbyterian church, on Sabbath evening, Octo-

ber 8, Rev. II. A. Newell, pastor of the church, presiding. The

occasion was the third anniversary of the organization of the

Downing Mission Band of this church, and also the third year

since the reorganization of their Woman's Foreign Missionary

Society. After a short Bible exercise by the Band, prayer, singing,

and the recitation of a poem, the secretary's and treasurer's reports

for the year were read, Thoseof the Band elicited the fact thateighty

dollars had been raised during the past year, forty of which were

sent to the Woman's Board of Missions of the Northwest, to educate a

girl in Miss Downing's school, Chefoo, China. The report of the

" Grown-Up Society," as the children term it, showed that forty-one

dollars had been sent on to Chicago, towards paying Miss C. B
Downing's salary. In the secretary's report loving mention was made

of that devoted sister's work in China. Following the singing of

another hymn, the dear friend of missions and beloved servant of the

Church of Christ, Mrs. Sarah J. Rhea, addressed the crowded house

in her own earnest and enthusiastic manner. Leaving Rochester on

Monday afternoon, we went west forty miles to Owatonna, where met

at half-past seven o'clock the Presbytery of Winona. Here kind

hospitality awaited the lady delegates of the missionary societies, as

well as the gentlemen attending the meetings of Presbytery.

On Wednesday afternoon the ladies held a missionary meeting

of great interest. The exercises began by holding for the first

hour a prayer-meeting, at which Mrs. Rhea most feelingly pre-

sided ; after which reports for the year were given by the presi-

dent and secretary of the Woman's Presbyterial Society, Mrs.

Holt and Mrs. Ward. Then followed the reading of papers upon

the following countries and their conditions in relation to the

Christian world : China, Mrs. Holt, Owatonna ; South America,

Mrs. McQuesten, Winona
;

Africa, Mrs. Murphy, Chatfield

;

India, Mrs. Newell, Rochester.
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In the eveniug Mrs. Rhea gave us a glowing description of

missionary life in Persia, before a full house, Presbytery having

adjourned for the purpose of listening to her. Thursday morning

again we listened to helpful hints from this earnest sister's lips, as

we were gathered in an upper room engaged in praying for the

conversion of the world. Onward still we move westward to Man-

kato, something over forty miles from Owatonna, where the Synod

of Minnesota was held, and to which delegates from our Woman's

Missionary Societies were invited. On Friday morning we were cor-

dially welcomed by a dear sister whose name is written in gold

upon the roll of Rev. James Little's church in Mankato. To our

meeting came Dr. Irving, of the Foreign Board, with other gentle-

men interested in the whole world's conversion. The moments

spent at this gathering of kindred hearts were precious ones. In

the afternoon again the ladies met to hear a familiar talk on mis-

sions from our elect lady, Mrs. Rhea Coming from this mount of

privilege, one lady said to another, " I shall never again say that

I am jiot interested in foreign missions."

On Saturday morning the ladies of the Presbytery of Mankato

formed a Presbyterial Society. In the evening cime together the

dignitaries of the Synod, the good people of IMaukato, and the lady

delegates, packing the Presbyterian church with a goodly audience

of earnest souls ; and they came to a feast,—Mrs. Greneral Van
Cleve, of Minneapolis, forward in every good work, serving the

multitude first, and she who delights to call herself " servant of the

church," last. From that meeting every consecrated woman's

heart sent up the cry, " Lord use 7nc in this glorious work of

Thine—the redemption of the world." Again we listened to our

sisters upon this same grand theme, as they talked to the children

during the Sunday-school hour of that lovely Sabbath day, October

15 ; and still again we heard their voices on Monday night, as

the Presbyterian church was once more crowded, and the meeting

held under the auspices of the Young Men's Christian Association

of Owatonna, Synod having adjourned. We here parted from

these women who labor much in the Lord ; but we hear that two

other gatherings have been held in the interests of our blessed cause
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this week, one at Kasson, the other at Winona. Surely from this

earnest sowing we may expect a hountiful harvest, and more work

for the Master in Minnesota this year than ever before.

Rochester, October 21, 187C.

MORE ABOUT THE MANKATO CONVENTION.
Dear sisters in Christ, hold conventions ! Use every means to

bring together those engaged in this precious cause. Truly can

the ladies of this convention say, " We sat together in heavenly

places." Our dear sister, Mrs. Newell, of Rochest-:r, was here, the

well-known contributor to Woman's Woric, and many others, whose

names we would mention had we time and space. The cause of

foreign missions appeared dearer and more important than ever,

as Mrs. Rhea spoke of the blessed fruits of her labors of love in

Persia. We felt that " it was good to be there," and went to our

homes and closets with the prayer, " Lord, what wilt thou have me

to do ?" Two mothers of missionaries were present, Mrs. Holt, of

Owatonna, and Mrs. Ward, of Kasson, with whom we have taken

sweet counsel, and walked to the house of God in company. " Bless

the Lord, oh, my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy

name !"

Sarah M. McGraw, Cor. Sec,

Mankato, Minnesota.

FIRST FRUITS.
From an Awakened Heart.

" Mrs. Rhea :—Please accept two dollars for the cause of foreign

missions, my first contribution for such work. My interest hereto-

fore has been in home work, and there is plenty to do
;
yet I

thought, after listening to the recital of your Persian home, and

the sacrifices which you had made in going to that country, how

little it was to deny one's self some article of clothing, so I looked

about my wardrobe to see what I needed most. A pair of gloves

presented themselves, ripped and well worn. I thought these I

would mend and ink over, take the two dollars which I had put
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by for a new pair, and give that for foreign work. It is only a

drop, but if each of the ladies of the Presbyterian Church will

do likewise, two hundred dollars can be raised at once, and will

save our pastor the trouble of asking. I cannot say that my heart

is in foreign mission work. Persian sunlight and Persian homes

have no charms for me ; but I would like to see the regeneration

of the human race. I love God's people, and would help to bear

some of their burdens, if only in this life."

This letter was postmarked Mankato, Minn.

From another letter we take the following

:

"We shall not raise as much money this year as last, because of

the stringency of the times; but there is a deep interest among

us, and God is blessing us. One of our members, who is poor in

this world's goods, and had no way to raise money for her monthly

dues, after casting about to see what she could do, found nothing

but to take in washing, and although her health is not good, does

so, and puts every cent she raises in that way into our treasury.

Had we more such members, our Board would not be calling so

loudly for help. 0 God, hasten the time when we all shall feel

more and be willing to do more that the heathen may be taught

the way to heaven !"

" THAT NEW GREENBACK."
Said a lady, as she looked in her purse to make her monthly

contribution to foreign missions, " Here is what I like to give,

this new, untarnished bill." Was there not a whole sermon in the

remark ? The lambs that were offered must be without spot or

blemish. Now, though we may look upon the immaculate Son of

God as our sacrifice, if our hearts are full of love to Him, do we

not desire still to put into His treasury the very best we have and

the most we can ?

NEW AUXILIARIES.
Blue Earth City, Minn.
Chicago, 111., 1st Church, " Faith-

ful Gleaners."
Cobden, 111.

Crown Point, Ind.

Lyons, Iowa,

Oxford, Oliio, Western Fern. Sem.
Mankato, Minn., Presbytery.
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IfJEW LIFE MEMBERS.
Mrs. James Frothingham.

|
Miss Mary Pierson Eddy, of Syria.

Receipts of the Woman's Presbyterian Board of Mis-
sions of the Northwest, for October, 1876.

[presbyteries IX SMALL CAPITALS.]

Alton.—Carrollton W. M. S.,

for sup. of Bible reader at

Puttehgurh, India, . . S25 00

Bloomington. — Cliampaign,
W. M. S., .$36

;
Onarga, Mrs.

W. P. Pierson, S25 ; Towan-
da W. M. S., for Cliinese

Home, San Francisco, S9, . 70 00

Cairo.—Olncy, "Constant
Givers," . . . . 13 37

Cedar Rapids.—Blairstown,
Repka Band, sup. pastor's

wife in Persia, . . . 27 00

Chicago.—Chicago, 6th Ch.,

for Perse, wife of Pastor
Werda, Takia, Persia, . 35 00

Des Moines.—Newton W. M.
S., 12 00

Dubuque.—Lansing W. M.
S., 25 00

Freeport.—Winnebago W.
M. S., for Chinese Home in

San Francisco, . . . 10 00

Huron. — Norwalk, Young
Ladies' Society, . . . 10 00

Iowa City.—New London
W. M. S., . . . . 5 00

Kalamazoo.—Niles W. M. S.,

$22 : from a lady, $15, . 37 00

Lansing.—North Lansing
"Coral Band," sup. sch'ps

Nos. 27 and 29, Gaboon,
Africa, S18 ;

Lansing, W.
M. S. of Franklin St. Ch.,

for Tripoli Building, Syria,

$12, 30 00

Logansport.—A^alparaiso W.
M. S., for Mrs. Warren's
salary, $25, and for Bible
reader, 87 50 ; Canton fund,

$4; La Porte W. M. S., sal-

ary of Mrs. Warren, $14, and
Young Ladies' Society, also

for Mrs. Warren, $14 31, . 64 81

Mankato.— Mankato, A
friend, . . . . 2 00

Chicago, Novemher 1, 1876.

Milwaukee. — Stone Bank
Miss. Band, $5 ;

Beloit,

W. M. S., $12 85;

Monroe.—Monroe W. M. S.,

sup. Bible Reader Jane at

Lodiana, India, $50 ; for

general fund, 830, and for

Centennial, $25; Hillsdale

W. M. S., $10 60; Peters-

burg W. M. S., for Miss
Ketchum, $10 25,

New Albany.—New Albany
W. M. S., for Mrs. Ward,
$180; Bedford W. M. S.,

$12 20; Hanover W. M. S.,

sup. sch'p No. 7, Kingpo,
China, $19 40, .

Peoria.—Lewistown W. M.
S.,

Saginaw.—Bay City W. M.
S.,

St. Paul.—Minneapolis, W.
M. S. Westminster Ch., for

salary. Miss Downing, $25 ;

for Frank Nyanza, Miss
Nassau's school, Bolondo,
Africa, $25,

Waterloo.—Cedar Falls W.
AI. S., $5 ;

Waterloo, for

Miss Pratt, India, $23 45,

White Water.—Liberty W.
M. S., ....

Wisconsin River.—Madison
Girls' Miss. Band, night

school in Persia (fjold), $10
Portage W. M. S., $13
Lodi W. M. S., $8 50,

Miscellaneous,—Friends In

Minnesota, by Mrs. Rhea.,

$17 '&5

125 «3

211 60

45 23

26 00

50 00

28 45

10 75

31 50

20 00

Total for October, . . $933 41

Amount previously acknow-
ledged, .... S9,847 84

$10,781 25

Mrs. Jesse Whitehead, Treasurer.

223 Michigan Avenue.










